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ROBERTO D'AUBISSON-i IFCI-EL SALVADOR-TERRORISM• 


INFORMATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED INDICATING A RECENT RIGHT¬ 


-WING COUP ATTEMPT IN EL SALVADOR HAD TIES IN GUATEMALA-. COSTA 


toLRICA-. AND THE UNITED STATES. A DOCUMENT SEIZED FROM ONE OF THE 


JSIGHT-WING LEADERS DETAILS INFORMATION CONCERNING LOGS OF THE 





sLGROUP'S DAILY EXPENDITURES-. AND THE ALLEGED COMPOSITION OF 


.DEATH SdUADS WITH CONNECTION INSIDE THE UNITED STATES- PUR- 


aLPORTEDY-. THE LEADER OF THE COUP ATTEMPT WAS ROBERTO D'AUBISSON 




.WHO REPORTEDLY RECENTLY ENTERED THIS COUNTRY ILLEGALLY WHERE 


4LHE GAVE A PRESS CONFERENCE AND SPOKE WITH VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS 




:N CONGRESS. ALSO-. D'AUBISSON has issued threats against the 


2.LUiS^MBASSAD„OfL.tO.EL-.SALVADOR.i«BOB-WHLTE.-.-AND-HE-HAS-BEEN 
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1 CHANGED^ ^ 

J^QBimdg 'AU B.UISSON, aka l .; f 

C Robertrf^D'Aubisson 

FCI-EL SALVADOR-TERRORISMj l\ _ 

Title narked "Changed" to reflect correct spelling 
of D'Aubuisson's name. CA I 

ReBureau teletype to^WFO/ 8/22/80 

(A Enclosed,for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM 

[prepared at WFO/pjated and captioned as above. 

Inasmuch as no information has been developed _ ^ 

indicating D’Aubuisson is involved in terrorist activities/ 

WFO is noty.conducting any further investigation in th£s / , ) 

matter. ^4- U. _ , / . Vjl f * ‘ ' J 

^ r tccussimi) s r Ssgcjj, [sa( . 
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Identification of U.S. Persons: 


f.S. Person #1 isl 


U.S. Person #2 is U.S. Senator Jessie Helms. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


On Sept 


^Washington, D.C. 2053! \ SP 

{“November 14, -1980_2O^-{ 

/ eejjr iwumsu^ixi 

pROBERTO D 1 AUBUISSON 4 , CONFIDENTIAL 

.. ^. sL a i AAA *« • i. _ a mi i *-v * b. n _J 


H&ICAUOS 


>80. United St 


advised that Roberto D'Aubuisson had been in the United 
States several times in the past four to five months and had 
twice held press conferences in Washington, D.C. (WDC). 
D'Aubuisson has also held press conferences in~ JS1 Salvado r. 
D'Aubuisson has not been in the United States since 


approximately June, 1980.^$— 


As of July .31, 1980, D'Aubuisson's passport 
(nu mber 0571310) showed almost all of the travel recorded 
since the October 27, 1979 issuance date was between El 
Salvador and .Guatemala . The exceptions were San Andres, 
Colombia , November 29, X979, to December 4, 1979? entry into 
Mexico , May 30, 1980, and entries into the United States on 
June 3, 1980, at San Francisco, and on June 29, 1980, at Key 
— West, Florida yj ^ ^ 

The purpose of D'Aubuisson's visit to the United 
States on June 29, 1980, was l%meet with United States 
Person #2, a United States Senator, and testify before the 
House Select Committee on Intelligence. 

On July 2, 1980, D'Aubuisson gave a press conference 
at the Headquarters of American Security Conference, which 
was co-sponsoring his visit tothe United States, along with 
the Western Hemisphere Task Force of the American Legion. 

At the press conference, D'Aubuisson read a seven-page 
jstatement in which he denounced the United States for 
intervention in"th'e’internai' affairS‘-of--El. a Salvadou.^, i ’^,,, sl ,,, . - 
This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned' to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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ROBERTO D'AUBUISSON; 
•TERRORISM 1 


(WFO FILE |-1 ^ ^ ^0^^- 

-Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of an FD-302 for 

_| Enclos ed for Miami is one original and one 

copy of an FD-302 for ' 1 > 

-!_|was interviewed by SpeciaJ_Acent|_ 

_ It is the opinion*of writer that||knows more 

than he is willing to talk about. He did not want to get too 
specific concerning captioned people, right wing or left wing 
terrorism, stating that he did not w ant to “burn" anyone ba ck in 
El Salvador. He did say that he was | 

L whether it is granted he did not know. 
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,(WFO FILE 




XlsissifXeTNa jid ^ Extended by -.J jS'g'fT"— 

Reason f nrr- r-^TTni nn ,rr Trr Ti T 1-2.4.2 (2,3f 
Date of ^/?n/? nn 


(s2^- Bureau (Enc.l) 
2 -Miami (Enc.2) 

2 -- wo _ 

' (1 

i (l|_| „ 1 1 

EM:aih 

( 6 ) 


„ "not RECORDED 
atft'i APR 6 « s ', 


jC. [ Clj^ifietyby ^v.r;v?.•»* 







tM. 



r 


ORIGINAL 
















►SiriED BY 


ro-3C2 <*CV, 3-$-77X 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription- 
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_| v’ns contacted m the 

!'.1>C ftv-r a . *Y p-»s advis* d of the; official jv'enti ty of the 
interviewing T-cori a*-*' the purpose of the interview, which 
ooncc vne ' i : .s-- 1 f \:i t j; Lr±rnil- Stales b aser* pa 3 vadoronn 
terrorise activity. I I T.»rpKidprt the fol,loving 

informatics*: (interview ho]* - ? at WPP) Jo/ft-y 



ine right is against tnxs rccause tne rxgnt is naec up os • 
mostly the rich and the military. /The.v stand to lose if the 
1 and reform program is enforce*'*. [-p§^y 


"he ’Tationel Guard and the Folicia de la Hacienda, 
(Rural or Coiinty Police) have death squads. Tlj^v have 
nar.es for th^se squads, the national Guard calls its t 4 
squad the Union of_.th c.-3 Hi ifrj&-Jachfits./ f and ±hc- county police 
just call th'eir squad the "Death Squad ."f g?/yty) 


"’he number of ner in a squad average about 40 lto 50 
r.er. °he actual hit men in these squads very rarely change. 
These men have probab’y beer doing this f o~ many years. 

These squads are also in charge of other activities, ;such 
as torturinc selected people. I»ibc the hit men,, the jimjnediate t 
sunervisrr hrs also^jv^en jdeiec this type^of wort for *|vears.' v'' 
c 


in chargej *of tne 


The person above th- supervi sor ar*' in charge* *o3 
squad is a person lib' 1 (Robge j - o)_P_ 1 ft ubuiS S p ft. Vhn jcar v 
varies, but it is the sevre He could net give J^oj 

details, but when one lives and vorbs in El Salvador,1 03 


re faore 
xr,J ono 
xrri som< 
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Investigation on. 


3/3/n 


Wash mo ton, D.:C 
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The junta creates what he calls an "atmosphere of 
death." .If the President or any individual vri.th any 
influence in FJ Salvador fee’s that you are their enemy, 
they can create an atmosphere of death f^r you. For example, 
if the President decides he wants you dead, he v,»i31 casually 
mention it to the head of the National Guard , and the county 
police. J> nay say sene thing lihe John Smith downtown isj, 
our enemy, or he is against us. Something has to be done. 
That's all it tabes. The chiefs of the National Gxxard and 
county police know what the President is snyino, /apd their 
jobs rest on whether thev carry out his wis^ss.^c" ljy\ 


This is where a person li.be F'Aubujsson cones in 
b'Aubuisson nay ret actually be the trigger nar, but• hp, xs 
responsible for making sur^ the order is cerr5.ee oxjt^CoM 


This is where the officer in chnrce of carry ire qu** 
n hit 3:as sone leeway. He has to ••ill a person. * If he does 
not, he will lose his job. Since, he Ins to bill a person, 
anyway, he tries to nape it as rrofifable as possible. He 
contacts a rich porscr in Jll Salvador or ir, erile (Miami) , 
an-’ gives hi T i a s^ory. For c;:ar.o’e, f’r. ri<-h nerso", 
wc have located a person that wo third* is responsible fer 
the kidnaping, murder, rape, etc., of your family. Thr 
only problem. is that wc don't have n.ucb evidence against 
kin, even though we know he is responsible. The rich 
person then asks the officer whether there is any action 
that, can be taben. The officer then hints that there nay 
5 o a way, but if he gets caught, he will lose his job and 
retirement funds. At this time, the rich person suqgests 
an amount mutually acceptable to both parties. This amount 
can be anywhere from $20,000 to $100,000. The officer who 
receives this amoxxnt then has to share it wit*h his bosses 
and his hit non. The hit is made, the person ordorir.a 
the hit ir. happy, the person raying for the fiit is happy, 
and' the of freer in chargc^of^br^smiAd~iir^3blfe^^nd~happyT 
He does net knot? box/ or who mai'os the contact with these 
wealthy people. it does not always hapn.-r this way, but it 
has happened. This is not to say that hits have net be<x^ t « 
made by the loft or rich*- just to have someone billed .^sXW\ 


;> ’Auhulsson entered 


xe Unite- Gtat.es on. the norsera’ 


i)l a&n. 
and 











, 1 Ho does net know wher*o 
I fives. He does not know where Vi err a Altamixano 
lives. Altanirano is the ovTner Of HI Salvadorean nevrspaper 
Diario de Toy, is approx inanely ^0‘years old, and has had 
a kidnap attempt on bin. Juan Ricardo 

Saiaverria are very darqerous. They will have you killed 
for nc reason at. all. Their father, Raul Saiaverria 
Laces/ is approximately 70 yo 
P.axil can be contacted throuch 


oleehoue number 


hone telephone number|_ 

still in ri Salvador to his knowledge. There is 


JTo is probably the one that 
ferries D’Aubuisson around, and masses money. (AJfaA 


The land reform program took* much cf the lard from, 
the wealthy 3andrwr.ors. They arc to got paid in 30 year 
bonds. The owrrrs w ant to ch ance these bon ds into cash i 
IS seer, --»s possi ble. | thinks that or>€ I I , 

I in F-l Salvador, is connected with .jluJU 
and others in rlinri. He does not know’ hovr.ls vL 
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INASMUCH AS REFERENCED WFO TELETYPE/ IN ESSENCE,. REPORTED 

V>'v I/*. 1 'v,V ■■; ». 

SUBJECTS’ ALLEGED TERRORIST ACTIVITIES IN EL SALVADOR, SAN 

. ■; . • 

'RAN CISCO ASSESSES SOURCE'S INFORMATION AS RELIABLE. +S 

* * ^ 

SAN FmN CISCO WILL MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH SOURCE. 

THE BUREAU IS REQIESTED TO DISSEMINATE THE ABOVE TO_ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
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MIAMI AREA HAVDujTFTECTED AND FINANCED RIGHT WING DEATH SQUADS 
AM) ARE TRYING TO DESTROY THE MODERATE REFORMIST GOVERNMENT 

* . * s 1 t » >« ft 

BY TERRORIZING ITS OFFICIALS AS WELL AS BUSINESSMEN WHO 




COOPERATE WITH ITS REFORM PROGRA 

FOR INFORMATION* OF RECEIVING OFFICES, WASHINGTON FIELD 

’ i _ 

CONTACTED ON FEBRUARY 26, 1981« DURING THE 


COOT ACTED |_| ON FEBRUARY 26, 198! • DURING THE 

COURSE OF THE INTERVIEW, HE STATED THAT HE THOUGHT THAT 
ROBERTO D’AU3UISS0N HAD ENTERED THE UNITED STATES IN JUNE, 


1980, ON THE PRIVATE PLANE OF 
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Sectioni CID met with Departmental Attorney I of the 

Internal Security Section of the USDOJ to d iscuss the neutrality 
asp ects of this investig ation. On 1/2*1/61 1 | 

and|_[of the AIFLD met with Terrorism section 

Chief Robert J. Ivey to express their concern over recent murders 
in El Salvador of two of their employees and to request additional 
FBI involvement. Leads being set forth field offices and Legal 
Attache Panama as a result of that meeting between Ivey and 
representatives of AIFLD./ )LhA 
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JAlOAI^^R, n M«rch 3^. % 
Rightist leader Robtro^’Aubuisson^ 

- twice aocusedlfl^fetfeg hro v wt h ro y * 

■ the Unbacked junta here, today " 
called for the ouster of Christian 
Democratic Lilians in the cioaBtico * 
government and the establishment of * 
a full-fledged military regime 
D’Aubuissoril a former Army major ■* 
in the'Salvacloran intdhgence service, 
said he believes that such, a move 
' would win the support of this Reagan 
administration. He said he’based that 
assumption on extensive contacts with 
“members of Reagan’s group* dating 



•v -v. ^v^M?****' 

b^k totefe^thefuS, ^eidtotW 1 

r y, ’ r 7 '*d « t'i tf> ,V { >f>' 

Those * cpntacfa, 

Roger Fontame,’ currently, in charge or- 
Larin America for the National Secu¬ 
rity Council, and Lt Gen. Daniel Gra-, 
ham, a former director of .the Defense 
Intelligence Agency, and, a member of * 
the Reagan St^ 'Department hand*, 
rion team with., no current jx*ition in 
, the administration. ^ lv* 

D’Aubuisaon said he thought the, 
Reagan administration wcwkf 
or even “favor* the departure of the 
Christian Democrats fixin the junta. 

Neither Fontaine nor' Graham could 
be reached for comment'on D'Aubuis- 


* t r i "- - 1 **'>*-* A****' ^TT.<“ S' * 

.eon's chums. A White;House spokes- 
r^toshoman inquiry .toFontaine 
was mforied,’fead there wwdd be “no 
commwt- for the/moment*until the 
administration had ’had a chance “to 
study* D*Atjdbui8^V daim8. '■ 

‘ The Reegan administration, which 
yesterday" announced a large-scale ex¬ 
pansion "of'its military akl program 
here, has repeatedly stated, its full 
support for El Salvador’s military- 
cfvStiaA/^oalitkocit government. 

S iting ~ . ’Ambassador , Frederic 
Chap^ acoording to sources in Wash¬ 
ington, • has been instructed to V- 
themilitary* and support Hsx 
•See SALVADOR, A18, Col. I \ 
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Rightist Urges Takeover 

■ ii'-y -■ E ’> WSUtfF Me^ iOs$ & &£&* i 

By Mdha^m^SSvMor 

■ . .i/ ?. >*7 *, * • -. • v*. v n -w 

;f SALVADOR. From Al 1 - i Ht whe spoketoday, D'Abunson 


”-»• SALVADOR.From Al . , 
fight against'leftistguerriDaj, but dao' 
toemphasize US. backing for .the 
Salvadoran government as currently 
constituted with Christian 'Democrat 
Jose Napoleon Duarte as president _ * 
'-D’Aubuisson, 37, served as second* 
in command of E2 Salvador’s military 
intelligence organization under the 
previous government of President 
Gen. Carlos Humberto .Romero, who 
was overthrown by "progressive" mili- 
tary officers on Oct 16, 1979. Al* 
though he has twice been accused of 
plotting against the new government 
which joined the military, with the, 
centrist Christian Democrats, and was 
briefly arrested here last May, be is 
known to command the support of-a 
large .sector of the Salvadoran middle 
and upper classes, as well as many : 
within the military. - ?lV 

Last July, he was deported, from 
the United States after he entered ' 


: 1 't ^ i* » v '•% *?V . -- . 

\ih 'As.he spoketoday, D'Abuisson car* 

> 3 fried a gunfcnd a dagger, and was sur* 
, rounded by bodyguards be said he 
f ~ needs for protection from both the 
l .'leftist guerrillas and Christian Demo* 
' ‘ icrats. He said that friends of h» in 
| * the National Police and the National 
r " .Guard here have assured him that 
» there is no warrant out for his arrest, 
t despite his history and repeated state* 
) ments against the government. ' 

. „ D’Aubuisson accused the Christian 
. Democratic Party as a whole of being 
I -a communist organization, 
t, .V "The Christian Democratic Party in 
e; 'any part of the world,” he said, “is the 
s* rightist sector of the Communist Par* 
5 ty.” 

1 , • Alhough he made 'it dear he wants 

> ' and expects the Christian Democrats 
r . '.out of-the current government as 
t*' 1 quickly as posable, D’Aubuisson shied 
, away from a call for a coup. » 

[ -• “The amtod forces could simply ask 


illegally on a VSTthat had been re -5 J them to resign,” said D’Aubuiseon. 
voked by the State Department be- cbuld say, “Thank you very 


cause of his alleged ties to rightist - 
terrorism here. - ' 

Since then, he has divided his time 
between visits to Guatemala and ap* 
parent unmolested residence in El 
Salvador. Today, he spoke to journal* 
ists at a table outside one of the de¬ 
caying mansions in the heart of one of 
San Salvador’s wealthiest neighbor* * 
hoods. 


-- much and now goodbye." j 

D’Aubuissori set no deadline for} 
. such an action but noted with a smile 
~ that "March is, I think, ® very inter- 
toting month." 

On March 11 an amnesty offered to 
the guerrillas by the government will 
.expire and there is considerable spec- 
--' ulation here that a crackdown, by. the 
government-wUl-foUowTTJ’Aubmtoon 


me Reagan admfoktmtion b with'T’wouia not reply to speculation that a 
the.armed-forces,” D’Aubuwxm said. “ <»up abo take place at that 
“If the armed forces stay with the linetime. - * - 

of Oct. 15 {the day of the reformist* j* Much of the strength of D’Aubufe- 
coup that first wonHJS. support for^inm’s appeal to the upper economic 
the government], V- don’t see ^hy b*** lies in his daim that the 


Reagan would be concerned.” % ' ; 

Both the Carter and Reagan ad¬ 
ministrations have depended on the 
participation of the Christian Demo¬ 
crats in the government to ease ac¬ 
knowledged repressive tactics of the 
military, and justify US involvement 
here. But the message the Reagan 
administration is sending officially and 
the message D’Aubuisson and other 
Salvadoran conservatives say they 
have gotten appear to be two different 
things.. 

In December, when the Salvdoran 
government was shaken by a series of 
assassinations, including the murder of 
three American nuns and a lay work¬ 
er, the Christian '{Democrats blamed 
the extreme right- &th inside and Out¬ 
side the government for trying tejJe- 
stabilize the reg|Hr 
-At. the them US. 

bassador RcbenxVhite accused tim¬ 
bers of Reagan’s! transition tean of 
conveying the message to rightist 
leaders here that a takeover by them 
would be acceptable. The Reagan ad¬ 
ministration denied sending any such 
word.- 

The Christian Democrats here have 
accused D’Aubuisson of leading death 
squads responsible for the assassina¬ 
tion of several ranking members of 
their party during the last year. 


* Christian Democrats are more respon¬ 
sible for the economic ruin of the 
- country than the guerrillas. 

D’Aubuiseon's essential call is for a 
return to “free enterprise,” and an end 
to the extensive economic reforms 
which the United States has encour¬ 
aged and the current government has 
carried out in an effort to snatch po¬ 
litical support away from leftist guer¬ 
rillas. - . 

D’Aubuisson said he was trained at 
the now disbanded International Po¬ 
lice Academy in Washington in 1965, 
then wenit to Uru guay and Taiwaitfor 
further instruction. In 1971, D’Au- 
-bos^^aid. he also trained with U.Sj 

Spe^^l^k^^^Canah^vngja 

Pan* 



